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This book is about a living legend, a young Guatemalan orphaned by government death squads who said that
her odyssey from a Mayan Indian village to revolutionary exile was “the story of all poor Guatemalans.”
Published in the autobiographical I, Rigoberta Menchú, her words brought the Guatemalan army’s atrocities
to world attention and propelled her to the 1992 Nobel Peace Prize. Five years later, as her country’s civil
war ended and truth commissions prepared their reports, the Nobel laureate seemed to repudiate the life story
that made her famous. “That is not my book,” she said, accusing its editor, Elisabeth Burgos, of distorting
her testimony.Why the disclaimer? One reason was the anthropologist interviewing other violence survivors
in her home town. In Rigoberta Menchú and The Story of All Poor Guatemalans, David Stoll uses their
recollections and archival sources to establish a different portrait of the laureate’s village and the violence
that destroyed it. Like the imagery surrounding Ché Guevara, Rigoberta’s 1982 story served the ideological
needs of the urban left and kept alive the grand old vision of Latin American revolution. It shaped the
assumptions of foreign human rights activists and the new multicultural orthodoxy in North American
universities. But it was not the eyewitness account it purported to be, and enshrining it as the voice of the
voiceless caricatured the complex feelings of Guatemalan Indians toward the guerrillas who claimed to
represent them. At a time when Rigoberta’s people were desperate to stop the fighting, her story became a
way to mobilize foreign support for a defeated insurgency.By comparing a cult text with local testimony,
Stoll raises troubling questions about the rebirth of the sacred in postmodern academe. Far from being
innocent or moral, he argues, organizing scholarship around simplistic images of victimhood can be used to
rationalize the creation of more victims. In challenging the accuracy of a widely-hailed account of Third
World oppression, this book goes to the heart of contemporary debates over political correctness and identity
politics.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Miller:

Rigoberta Menchu And The Story Of All Poor Guatemalans can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
Rigoberta Menchu And The Story Of All Poor Guatemalans yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the
reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information
can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Robert Stewart:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Rigoberta Menchu And The Story Of All Poor
Guatemalans why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint
a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.

Mark Morrow:

Beside that Rigoberta Menchu And The Story Of All Poor Guatemalans in your phone, it might give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might got
here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Rigoberta Menchu And The Story Of All Poor Guatemalans because this
book offers to you personally readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's
exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement
here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find
this book in addition to read it from right now!

Nicole Powell:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called of
book Rigoberta Menchu And The Story Of All Poor Guatemalans. You can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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